appearace of streptococci and staphylococcus aureus was rather limited. C. pyogenes was isolated from 25 of the 37 pigs (66%) bearing abscess.
The gel diffasion precipitation test(GDPT)of Takeuchi et al. employing the protease of C. pyogenes as antigen was found to he a reliable serological test for the diagnosis of C. pyogenes infection in pigs. A modified GDPT enploying two pieces of filter paper soaked with test blood and antigen, respectively, was found to be a practical method which presented almost the same efficacy as the original method. Infected animals were detected by taking body temperature and treated immediately with sulfamonomethoxine. As a result, they recovered 3-9 days later. Ten of eleven of them were negative for protozoa, suggesting the effect of early treatment with the agent.
Hemagglutination
antibody against Toxoplasma increased remarkably in titer in all the swine, both clinically infected and not clinically infected, on the farm, indicating that no animals were exempt from infection. An antibody survey revealed that all the young born 1-2 months after the outbreak had been infected, but that those born 6-7 months after the outbreak were free from infection. The present outbreak may have been caused by oral infection with Toxoplasma oocysts.
